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prohibiting them, meanwhile, from remaining
together. A sum of six hundred livres was assigned
to pay each one’s passage, and another, of 1,500
francs, for their sustenance and support for six
months. They were enjoined to present themselves,
after that term, to Monsieur the duke de Choiseul,
secretary of State in the department of marine, to
ask him for the pensions which would be assigned
from the proceeds of the sale of their property.

I have mentioned above the general motives for
the condemnation of the Jesuits of Louisiana, motives
copied from the decrees of the Parliaments of France;
but, in that which the council of New Orleans issued,
it undertook to insert something special and new.
It stated that the Jesuits established in the colony /4ad
not taken any care of their missions; that they had thought
only of making their estates valuable; and that they
were usurpers of the vicariate-general of New Orleans.

If their own interests alone had been at stake, the
Jesuits of Louisiana, after the loss of their property,
could still have borne in silence the attack upon their
reputation made by this decree. But there are times
when silence is an admission, and it is not permitted
to admit the wrong imputed when a scandal would
result therefrom. Now, what a scandal, if mission-
aries sent to America for the instruction of the French
and the savages, missionaries subsisting there upon
the benefactions of the King —if such men should
be forced by the voice of conscience to acknowledge,
at least tacitly, tkat they took no care of their missions;
that they only gave their attention to their estates; and,
besides, that they are usurpers of the vicariate-general of
an episcopate! But no, conscience will not oblige the
Jesuits of Louisiana to acknowledge what is imputed



